222 1 „ _ 2 — 9 en, 
SEO! E 1.8 

„ [Alu 0 F A 25 | _ 
* | 2 


PAMPHLET. 


 INTITLED © 4 
OBSERVATIONS: | 


ON THE 


Writings 


OF THE 


CRAFTSMAN: 


— Nec Lex eſt juſtior ulla 
quam necis Artifices arte n 4 


S8 —— — — 
LONDON. 


Frinted for F. in Warwick-Lapt, _ 


£7 


ld . 
N % 
Dd 4 
* 
- * % 

" , 

| - 
- k * — 

* f ; A 
| F 2 7.5. 
* 
* 
L * 
* 
— 
* 
* 
Af 
<< 
. 


EOS 
8 2 .., 3 2 


Ke. 1 


. 


— 27 
* 
* 
+. * 
» 
| 
* 
6 
4g 
%. 
* 
- 
- 
If 


4 
* 


PAMPHLET 


INTITLED 


OBSERVATIONS 


ON THE | 


Writings | 
OF THE _ | 


CRAFTSMAN: ; 


N ec Fo eſt juſtior ulla 


quam necis Artigees arte perire * 


— — „ 
LONDON: 


Printed for F. Roberts in Warwick-Lant, 
* 1720 


25 


O 


# 


. 


r 


SEQUEL 


PAMPHLET, & 


an Apology to the Author of the 


choſen ; fince it looks as if I thought 


any thing neceſſary to be added to a 
Book that in three Sheets has expoſed 


the Motiyes and Tendency of all 
A 2 che 


Ought to preface this Papet witli 
Obſervations, for the Title 1 have 
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the elaborate Standal of as many 


Cars. 


\ 


N o R ſhould I be leſs unjuſt to that 


Work, in ſteming to imagine that the 


gain, Ivo/e Piece. that calls itſelf an 


Anſwer, deſerves any Reply; I there4 


fore Dire 1 do not mean this Pas 
er as ſuch, and will neither return 


| that Author's Shuzz/ecock nor his Bull, 


by making Remarks on his Perfor- 
mance as he promiſes (Page the 4th) 


he will do on the Obſervations, With 


out any Regard to the Thing it ſelf, 
or the Author of it. 


Arr I ſhall ſay is, that I am 
now leſs ſurprized Mr. Danvers would | 
grudge the French any Recruits in 
Ireland, ſince it is ſo ue he makes 
his own there. 


Not ſince the Craft/man inſiſts 
ſo much on his Authority from Hiſ- 
tory, for all the Propoſitions. he ad- 
vances, and on his Fidelity to his 
Authors in all his Quotations, I ſhall - 

take 


(07) 

take the Liberty to give one Example 
at leaſt of 'his deviating from theſe 
Rules ; that he may no longer Eccho 
back to his Opponents, a Defiance fo 
often thrown to his own Clan, of 
producing any particular Inſtance to 3 
juſtify a general Charge. n 


I ſuppoſe the Fear of growing te- 
dious, prevented the Author of the 
Obſervations from deſcending too 
minutely into Proofs. of this Nature; 
and the ſame Confideration will make 

me confine my ſelf (at leaft for the 
preſent,) to one only. 


— —ä——ͤ— — — 


TRAA r one ſhall be to juſtify a 
Paſſage in the Obſervations, where it 
is ſaid, that the Craft/man's Accounts 
F the Dead, are ſometimes little juſter 
than his Suggeſttons of the Living; | 
and that he hardly afperſes the Me- 
mory of the One, leſs than he falj- | 
fes the Character of the other. 1 


A Practice not leſs injudicious in 
the Cafſſinan than unfair, ſince it is Y 
8422 | a cor--— 
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a corroborating Proof, together with 
his Italicbs, of the Credit due to his 


Sincerity, when he diſclaims any Pa- 
rallels or Alluſions meant in his Wri- 
tings, and endeavours poorly and 
childiſhly by the Doctrine of gu 
capit ille facit, to transfer the Trea- 
ſon from the Authors, to the Ex- 
pounders of his Papers. 


Ix his Diſſertation upon Edward the 


Fourth's Queen, he inſiſts ſtrongly, 


that the Downfal of the Houſe of 
York, was intirely, owing to the bad 
Policy of her Conduct. , 


Bur in Oppoſition to this Aſſer- 
tion, I beg Leave to offer my Thoughts 
to the Publick, and will produce no 
Authority to juſtify a contrary Opi- 
nion, but Extracts from his own. 
Goſpel, the Hiſtory of Rapin. 


Fx oM thence it will plainly ap- 
pear, that the Duke of Glouceſter, 


and the Duke of Buckingham, were 
the Principal Actors in this wicked 


Scene, 


5 


(9) | 
Scene, that contributed Step by Step 


to transfer the Crown back from the 
Houſe of Jork to the Earl of Rich- 
mond, who was then the only re- 
maining Branch of that of Lan- 
caſter. 


This Prince (afterwards Henry the 
Seventh) had long lived an Exile from 
his own Country, almoſt forgotten 
there, and in all probability had died 
ſo, if the Ambition and Intrigues 
of theſe ue Men, had not, by the 
Commotions they made in the State, 
wrought a Change in his Favour, 
which the poor weak Remnants | 
of his own drooping Faction, with- 


out ſuch Recruits, could never have 
effected. 


Ir this was the Caſe, it cannot 
ſure be thought improper here, pre- 
viouſly to confider the Characters of 
theſe two Men. 


B Fo 


( is ) 

1 o the Duke of Gloucefter, the 
whole World knows, that as his Crimes 
made him the Deteſtation of his Co- 
temporaries, and a Reproach to his Ad- 
herents, ſo will they render his Name 
odious to all Poſterity, and the pro- 
verbial Infamy of every bad Man that 
ſnall ever be compared to him. 


R APTN in the Fourth Vol. of his 
Hiſtory, Pag. 374, ſays, that if Credit 
is to be given to the Generality of Hiſ- 
torians, the Faults of his Heart were /0 

reat and ſo numerous, that it wwould 
be difficult to find another Character 


equally bad in all Hiſtory. 


T. donbt not but I ſhall be told 
by the Flatterers of the Duke, and 
Libellers of the Queen, that Rapin 
in the ſame Page tells us too, it was 
the Faſhion for the Writers in the 
Reigns of Henry the Seventh and 
Eighth, to exagerate his Crimes, in 
order to make their court to the Prince 
upem the Throne. 

Bur 


— - 


() 

Bur the only Example Rapin gives 
of this Fact, is the Imputation of his 
having committed two Murthers with 
his own Hand; which, whether he 
officiated at the Execution or not, no 
body doubts his adviſing and contri- 
Ving. 


RAPIN tells us, Page 374, that 
his immeaſurable Ambition pat him 
«por ſeveral Actions unworthy of a 
Chriſtian; for tho Ambition, lays he, 
may be pleaded in Extenuation of ſome 
fight Failings, yet the Enormity of 
His Crimes, was not excuſable even 
by that Paſſion. 


THe beſt he can ſay of him, (and 
what no body will deny) is, that he 
did not want, what is call'd Parts 
Which might have acquired him ( as 
he ſays) a much better Reputation if 
they had taken a righter Turn, and been 
applied to other Uſes. 


HE adds to this an Encomium upon 
his Judgment, which I look upon to be 
2 more 
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more diſputable ; he calls it Tres ſolide, 
but ſeveral Inftances he gives in the 
 Courle of his Hiſtory, where that Judg- 
ment fail'd him, ſolid as it was. One 
Example of its being defective, and in 
a very material Occurrence may be 


ſeen Pag. 371. 


ANOTHER Point in which Rapin 
affects to commend him, (either from a 
vanity in running Counter to received 
Opinions, or that of being able to diſ- 
cover what has flip'd the Obſervations 
of others) is the great Regard he had fo 
the Adminiſtration of Juſtice ; but this 
Regard he acknowledges was ſhown in 
ſuch Caſes only, as never interfered 
with his own particular Intereſt ; for 
wherever that was in the leaſt Degree 
concerned, he owns, Pag. 375, that the 
Duke made no Scruple of overturning all 
Laws, confounding all Right, and viola- 
ting all Equity. | 


So that this Shadow of a Commenda- 


tion, in my Opinion amounts to no more 
than 


. 
than telling us, that he was ahky 
endenvouring to regulate the Condacl , of * 

others by Rules he never obſerved him- 
fel; and fhew'd he knew enough of 
Right and Wrong, to prove that all 
his Faults were the Defefts of his 
Heart, and not the Errors of his Un- 
derſtanding. 


Pag. 375, Rapin ſays, there is a Pen 
that has endeavoured to whiten this 
Character; but as that Author is obli- 
ged in the Proſecution of ſuch a Deſign, 
often to advance things which are not 
riftly true, ſo he has neither got a 
great C redit for himſelf by the Underta- 
king, nor contributed much to the Fa N 
h cation of his Hero. 


Trex Duke of Buckingham, accord- 
ing to Rapin, Pag. 346, was a Man of 
a lroely, ready, and penetrating Capa- 
city ; extremely proud, ambitious, and 
revengeful. * . 


HE bad during the latter Part of 


the Reign 4 Edward the Fourth acted 
| often 


(14) 


often in Concert with the Duke of 


# Glouceſter, but the Reaſon of his al- 


taching himſelf jo much mare cloſely to 
him upon the Acceſſion of his Son, Was 
the irveterate and irreconciteable Ha- 
 tred be bore to the Queen. 


Pag. 350. He is repreſented 1o 
warm in his Enmities, that in account- 
ing for one of his Steps, Rapin ſays, 
I deſcribe the Duke of Buckingham, an 
this Occaſion, atting upon a Principle 
of Revenge; becauſe it is dijucult to 
per ſevade one's ſelf, that a Man of his 
Stamp could proceed an a more noble 
Motive. e 


As theſe two Men were the [ncen- 
diaries of all the Factions in the King- 
dom; I think it will be very eaſy to 
ſhow by what Steps their Conduct pro- 
duced that Change, which is ſo impro- 
bably, as well as falſely aſcribed to the 
Counſels of the Queen, Tho evidently 
had or could have Nothing at Heart, 
'but the Security. of her Husband, and 
the Succeſſion of her Children, which 


TO ES ee CE ee i ee Es - 


cc s 


WV ” I) ax” Wy WY W 


(15) 
by no one violent Step ſhe ever endan- 
ger'd, | 


Tur Family of Edward the Fourth 
was ſo numerous, and the Nation ſo 
weary of a diſputed Title, (as the 
Craft/man has oblery'd) that there was 
very little likelihood of the Failure of 
his Iſſue, and leſs Probability ſtill of 
the People controverting anew his and 
their Right to the Crown; when the 
wicked and working Spirit of the 
Duke of Glouceſter, firſt projected his 
Scheme of depriving the eſtabliſhed 
and lawful Heirs of the Succeſſion. 


I cannot. be juſtified by Rapin in 
ſaying fr/t projected, ſince p. 317, we 
are told, How difficult it is to diſcover 


when that Deſign was firſt laid by the 


Dake of Glouceſter '; but that every 
Step he made after the Death of Ed- 
ward the Foufth, tended jo directly to 
the depoſing of his Son, that any one 
muſt be blind, not to percerve his whole 
Conduct, from that Time, was one u- 

F | nform 
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niform Series of Iniquity upon that 
Plan. 


| RAPIN. tells us in the ſame Page 


| That the Conduct of the Duke of Buc K. 


ingham jaſt at the Death of Edward 
the Fourth, makes it more doubtful 
what it was he defigned ; and whether 
he really at firſt intended to abet the 
Dake of Glouceſter in ſetting aſide the 
new Ring; or only endeavoured, from 
a Spirit of Ambition and Reſentment, 


to work bnfelf into the Adminifiration, 


and ouverturn thoſe employed in the late 
Reign. 


| Bur it is very clear by all Accounts, 
that if the Duke of Buckingham was 
not at firſt an Accomplice in the Duke 
of Glouceſter S Treachery, he was at 
leaſt ſo long his Dupe, that he was for- 
ced to become the other at laſt. 


ou 
Pag. 315. Diſimulation {ſays Ra- 


pin) was the natural Growth of the 


ke of Glouceſter's Heart. Pag. 296 
He never went to any End by plain and 


open 
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open Roads, but always through the 


dark and crooked Paths of Policy: 


Pag. 315. He made his court opens 
Iy to the Queen, at the Time that he 
was ſecretly acting in Concert with the 
moſt avow'd and ſworn Enemies of her 
and her Family. 


ANoTHER Inſtance of his Hypoeriſy / 
and his Treachery may be ſeen, Page 
296, where Rapin tells us, in his Ac- 
count of the unfortunate Duke of 
Clarence, that the Duke of Glouceſter, 
whilſt he pretended to aſliſt him, i- 
den'd ſecretly as much as in him |, 
the Breath betwixt the Duke and t 
King. 


Habington confirms this; ſaying, 
Pag. 189. in his Hiſtory of Edward 
the Fourth ; Richard Duke of Glou- 
ceſter, upon whoſe Frienaſbip he (mean- 
ing the Duke of Clarence) built moſt, 
decerved him moſt ; for Glouceſter, 
who ſtudied nothing but his own Pur- 
poſes, and cared not by what Violence 

C 4 
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all Obſtacles of Nature and Friendſhip 
dere removed, fo the Way were plain'd 
. to his Ambition, endeavoured to add 
more Poyſon to their Diſcontent. 


Tus the Breaſts that felt the deep- 
eſt Wounds from the Duke of Glou- 
ceſter, were generally not thoſe that 
oppoſed, but thoſe that received him. 


I will not here launch into any long 
Digreſſion, to prove the Unfairneſs 
of the Craft/man in imputing the 
Death of the Duke of Clarence to the 
Influence of the Queen ; but as it falls 
naturally under my Conſideration, as 
being inſerted in the ſame, Paper of 
Ogober the 3d, I cannot help ma- 
king one ſhort Remark, to ſhow the 
Injuſtice with Regard to her, that runs 
through the whole Account of her 
Conduct, | 


It is certain, that as the Duke of 
Clarence was, till his Brother married, 
Heir preſumptive to the Crown; ſo 
his Ambition made him hate the Wo- 

| man, 


T EE TEC 
man, whoſe numerous Offspring had 
defeated all the Hopes he might eyer 
have conceiy'd of wearing it, * 


Axp as both Habington and Rapin 
agree, that he was not of a Make to 

conceal his Diſlikes, but did from the 
natural Warmth of his Temper take 
all Occaſions to irritate the Queen, 
it is reaſonable to conclude, that ſhe 
on her Part never did him many good 
Offices to the King, but very natu- 
rally and wiſely employed all the In- 
tereſt ſhe had in her Husband to weak- 
en his. 


Bur as the Imputation of Cruelty 
was never urg'd by any Hittorian in 
any one Example againſt the Queen, 
and that the Duke of Clarence was no 
Obftacle to the Succeſſion of her Chil- 
dren, who had an inconteſtible Right 
before him; and as on the other Hand, 
the Duke of Clarence was a Bar di- 
rectly croſs the Path of Richard to 
the Throne, (who, according to Ra- 
pin, p. 2 96. had already turn'd his Eyes 
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and Thoughts to that glittering Prof. 
pea) ſoit is much more probable in 
Speculation, as Well as demonſtrable,” 
both from Rapin and Habington, that 
Things were puſh'd to Extremitice a- 
gainſt the Duke of Clarence, not by 

the Influence of the Queen, who had 
ſo little to fear from him, but by the 
Intrigues and Policy. of the Duke of 


Glouceſter, who regarded neither Right 


nor Wrong, Innocence or Guilt, Vio- 
lence or Treachery, or any other Con- 
ſideration whatever, (as has been be- 
fore obſerved from Rapin) which he 
found the leaſt Impediment to the 
Schemes of his Ambition, or the 255. 
tates of his Intereſt. | 


To return to my Remarks on the 


Conduct of the Dukes of Glouceſter and 
Buckingham, with regard to their Fa- 
tality to the Houſe of Jork, I muſt ob- 
ſerve, that-though a Thirſt of Power, 
and the conſequential Enmity to thoſe 
in whoſe Hands it was lodged, made 
their Cabals ſometimes troubleſome to. 


the People in Fayour with Edward the 
Fourth, 
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Fourth, yet as they had little Hope 
of any Change to their Advantage du- 
ring his Reign, ſo their Attacks were 
much more languid than after his De- 
ceaſe. | 


IMMEDIATELY upon the Suc- 
ceſſion of his Son to the Crown, the 
Duke of Glouceſter (according to Ra- 
pin, p. 317.) with the Duke of Buck- 
ingham, and the reſt of his Friends, 
conſulted what Meaſures were the like- 
lieſt to divert the Stream of Power from 
thoſe Channels in which it had flow'd 
during the late Reign. 


TAE Heads of Glouceſter's Harangue 
to his own private Senate upon this 
Occaſion, (page 318.) were, The Re- 
formation of the State, the Male-Ads 
miniſtration of the Miniſters of Edward 
the Fourth, (who he ſaid had never 
confidered any thing but their own Ad- 
vancement ) his own Abilities and Fit- 
neſs to Govern, and his ſincere Afﬀec- 
tion for the Perſon of the new King; 
whole Murder, I muſt here obferve, 

ns he 


he then deſign'd, and aſterwards < 


5 
6220. 
feed. * 

Tur Cloſe of his Speech was, That 
as he concluded all thoſe who were 
preſent, like himſelf, had Nothing at 
Heart but the Welfare and Glory of 
the Nation, (the common Topicks of 
his Rhetorick whilſt he was undermi- 
ning both) /o their Aſſiſtance, as well 
as that of all good Engliſh Men, was 
avhat he depended upon, and without 
which he could never hope to bring any 
of theſe ſalutary Schemes to bear. 


TAE Reſult of this Conference was, 
that as there was no Hopes of ſucceed- 
ing by Violence and Force, ſo their 


Art and their Flattery was all they 


had to truſt to. 


Up o x theſe Reſolutions, the Dukes 
of Glouceſter and Buckingham, and their 
Party made the ſtrongeſt Profeſſions of 
their Aﬀection to the new King, and 
their Allegiance to his Government. 


ONE 
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One of theſe Dukes wrote a Let- 
ter to the Queen, pag. 319. N herein 
after the firſs Compliments 4 Condole- 
ance, he tells her with what Foy he 
ſees all Hearts united in the ſame Sen- 
timents, with regard to the new King; 
and that he himſelf ſhould be one of the 
firſt to ſet an Example of Loyalty to the 
reſt of the King's Subjects, by fbowing 
an unlimited Submifjion to his Will. 


THAT he did not doubt but foe, in her 
Turn, would endeavour to promote the 
Welfare of the Nation, by uniting all 
Parties, and admitting without Di- 
ſtinqtion, the able and honeſt Men of 
both Sides into all Employments of Truſt 
or Profit ; and concludes with deſiring 
her by all Means, immediately to dif- 
band the unneceſſary Troops, raiſed b 
the Earl of Rivers in Wales, for 2 
pretended Security of the King's Perſon 
in his Return to London, 


TAE 


(24) 


TAE fatal Effect of this ſpecious 
Letter, was the Queen's liſtening to his 
Advice, without any Suſpicion of the 
latent Venom tt contain'd, or imagii 

ſuch Crimes projected, as before his 
Time Hiftory had given us no Exam- 
ples of. 


Tur Ruin of thoſe, with whom 
the Dukes of Glouceſter and Bucking- 
ham pretended to be reconciled, was 
the firſt Canſequence of the Succeſs of 
this well- timed Flattery, pag. 32 1. and 
the Deſtruction of the King himſelf v was 
nor far behind. 


In fhort, through Parricides and 
Murders, and a Sea of Blood deliberate- 
ly ſhed, Richard the Third waded to 
the Throne : but being oblig'd to com- 
mit as many Outrages and Violences to 
maintain it, as he had done to acquire it, 
the Nation groaning under his Oppreſ- 
ſion, and exaſperated by his Cruelties, 
in two Years Time dethroned him, and 

placed 
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placed the Crown on the Head of Henry 


the Seventh. 


* 


I cannot help obſerving here, (tho 


not much to my Hiſtorical Purpoſe) 


that his great Friend and Aſſiſtant the 
Duke of Buckingham, was the firſt (pag. 

45.) who felt his Ingratitude in that 
bad Eminence, to which he was the 
chief Inſtrument in raiſing him. 


PROSPERITY, as it often hap- 
pens, ſoon disjoin'd two Men, whom 
Adverſity had taught to act, as if they 


had but one Mind, one Intereſt, and 


one Heart; and thoſe who had plotted 
together the Ruin of their King and 
their Country, became afterwards the 
mutual Inftruments of each other's. 


Tur the Deſcendants from the 
Duke of Jork were very numerous, 
has been already obſerved ; but the 
Duke of G/ouceſter being the youngeſt 
Male Heir of that Line, was obliged 
to ſacrifice all thoſe before him in the 


D Suc- 
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Succeſſion, i in order to open kimſetf a 
"log to the Throne. | 


p HEN he was bete there, | 
Abhorrence the People = this the 
for his Crimes, Perlen, and Character, 
made them chuſe to cut off in him, 
the only ſurviving Male Branch of the 
Houſe of 7ork, rather can 100 thei 

Necks to the bud Yoke of the worlt 


of Men. 


Nor can there be a Pe Proof 
of the Rage of the People being con- 
find ſolely to Richard the Third, with- 
out the leaſt wen to the Houſe of 
York, than their inſiſting, when they 
gave the Crown to the Earl of Rich. 
mond, that the firſt Female Heir of 


E gu, the Fourth, ſhould by Mar- 
riage r it with him. 


S8tN ex then the two great Weights | 
that ſunk the Houſe of 7ork, were 
the Murder of Edward the Fourth's 


Sons, and the Tyranny of the Uſur- 
per, 


8 
per, how .ignorantly, or unfairly muſt 
thoſe Authors reaſon, who impute 
the Misfortunes of that Family to 
the Conduct of Edward the Fourth's 
Queen? 


Tu r only falſe Step ſhe made, was 

ſuffering herſelf, upon the firſt Acceſ- 
ſion of Edward the Filth to the 
Crown, to be deluded by the falſe 
Profeſſſons and Artifices of thoſe whom 
ſhe had ſo much Reaſon to apprehend 
could mean no Good to her or her 
Family. | „inn 


» 
% 


| , . 

Ha p ſhe. treated their Friendſhip 
and their Enmity, their Counſel and 
their. Slander, with equal Contempt; 
the Madneſs of their Rage upon ſuch 
a Diſappointment, would in all Pro- 
bability, have thrown them upon 
ſuch Meaſures, as muſt have ended in 
their own undoing ; whereas the ad- 
mitting them into any Share of Cre- 
dit or Power, was furniſhing them, in 
Proportion to- the Degree in which 

they 


(28) | 
airy ds with Arms and Ame 
munition Xo deſtroy her ſelf. aq 
i 178 4 


T have, in as ſhort a Mints as 1 
could, ſhown by what Steps the 77 
tle of the Houſe of York was ſunk, (as 
the Craftſman ſays) for ever in that 
of Lancaſter ; nd at what Juncture 
the Schemes of its Deſtroyers might 
e have been defeated. 


AND hough my firſt Intention in 
this Undertaking, was to refute the 
unjuſt Allegation of the Craftſman, 
in placing the Ruin of this Family 
to the . of Edward the Fourth's 
Queen; yet I do not pretend, in the 
Proſecution of this Deſign, that theſe 
Extracts I have drawn out of Rapin's 
Hiſtory of our Anceſtors, have never 
ſquinted at the Characters of ſome of 
aur Cotemporaries. 
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Nor that JI appland or think that 
Manner of Writing a fair, or an ho- 
neft one; but to ſhew thoſe who deal 

in 
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(29) XC 

| in it, that if one did apptove, or 2 
* would give one's ſelf the Liber tg VS, 
take of Fighting in Diſouiſe, 8 

Stabbing in the Dark, how. eaſy. ſuch OY — 
Hiſtorical Masks and "I are to dS 
be found. "IE 
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